
16 February 2018 Our Ref Council Tax Setting 
Committee/28.2.18 

 Your Ref.  
 Contact. Ian Gourlay  (01462) 474403 
 Direct Dial. (01462) 474403 
 Email. ian.gourlay@north-herts.gov.uk 

 
 
To: Members of the Committee: Councillor Julian Cunningham (Chairman), Councillor Ian Albert, 
Councillor Tony Hunter, Councillor Lynda Needham and Councillor Richard Thake. 
 
Substitutes: Councillor Sarah Dingley, Councillor Terry Hone and Councillor Frank Radcliffe. 
 
 

You are invited to attend a  

 

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL TAX SETTING COMMITTEE 
 

to be held in the  
 

MEETING ROOM 1, TOWN LODGE, GERNON ROAD, 
LETCHWORTH GARDEN CITY 

 
On 

 

WEDNESDAY, 28TH FEBRUARY, 2018 AT 7.00 PM  

 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
David Miley 
Democratic Services Manager 
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Part l 

 
Item  Page 

 
1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE    
   
2.   MINUTES - 11 JANUARY 2018 

To take as read and approve as a true record the minutes of the meeting of 
the Council Tax Setting Committee held on 11 January 2018.  

(Pages 1 
- 4) 

   
3.   NOTIFICATION OF OTHER BUSINESS 

Members should notify the Chairman of other business which they wish to 
be discussed by the Committee at the end of the business set out in the 
agenda. They must state the circumstances which they consider justify the 
business being considered as a matter of urgency. 
 
The Chairman will decide whether any item(s) raised will be considered. 

 

   
4.   CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Members are reminded that any declarations of interest in respect of any 
business set out in the agenda, should be declared as either a Disclosable 
Pecuniary Interest or Declarable Interest and are required to notify the 
Chairman of the nature of any interest declared at the commencement of the 
relevant item on the agenda. Members declaring a Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interest must withdraw from the meeting for the duration of the item.  
Members declaring a Declarable Interest which requires they leave the room 
under Paragraph 7.4 of the Code of Conduct, can speak on the item, but 
must leave the room before the debate and vote. 

 

   
5.   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public.  At the time of 
preparing the agenda no requests to speak had been received.  Any public 
participation received within the agreed timescale will be notified to Members 
as soon as possible. 

 

   
6.   COUNCIL TAX RESOLUTION 2018/19 

REPORT OF THE HEAD OF FINANCE, PERFORMANCE AND ASSET 
MANAGEMENT 
 
To set the Council Tax for 2018/19. 

(Pages 5 
- 40) 

   
 
 



NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL TAX SETTING COMMITTEE 
 

MEETING HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM 1, TOWN LODGE, GERNON ROAD, 
LETCHWORTH GARDEN CITY ON THURSDAY, 11TH JANUARY, 2018 AT 7.00 PM 

 

MINUTES 
 
Present:  Councillors Julian Cunningham (Chairman), Ian Albert, Tony Hunter, 

Lynda Needham and Richard Thake. 
 
In Attendance:  

 Howard Crompton (Head of Revenues, Benefits and IT), Geraldine 
Goodwin (Revenues Manager), Mark Scanes (Systems and Technical 
Manager) and Ian Gourlay (Committee and Member Services Manager). 

 
 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no  apologies for absence.  
 

2 MINUTES - 23 FEBRUARY 2017  
 
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 23 February 2017 be 
approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman. 
 

3 NOTIFICATION OF OTHER BUSINESS  
 
There was no notification of other business. 
 

4 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The Chairman reminded Members that, in line with the Code of Conduct, any Declarations of 
Interest needed to be declared immediately prior to the item in question. 

 
It was confirmed that, according to the Government Guidance: “Openness and transparency 
on personal interests, A guide for councillors” September 2013”, no declarations of pecuniary 
interests or dispensations were required by Members for setting Council Tax or precepts. 
 

5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
There was no public participation. 
 

6 COUNCIL TAX BASE 2018/19  
 
The Committee considered a report of the Head of Revenues, Benefits and Information 
Technology seeking approval of the Council Tax Base for 2018/2019.  The report contained 
the following appendices: 

 
Appendix A – Council Tax Base by Parish 2018/19; and 
Appendix B - Example of Council Tax Base calculation for Letchworth Garden City. 

 
The Head of Revenues, Benefits and Information Technology advised that the 2018/19 
Council Tax Base figures for each Parish contained in Appendix A to the report assumed a 1% 
non-collection rate.  The Council Tax Base for 2018/19 was proposed to be £49,118.50. 
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Thursday, 11th January, 2018  

The Head of Revenues, Benefits and Information Technology stated that Appendix B provided 
an example of how the Council Tax Base was calculated for Letchworth Garden City. 

 
In response to a question, the Head of Revenues, Benefits and Information Technology 
commented that the impact of Universal Credit on the Council Tax collection rate would 
probably be less than its impact on rent arrears collection. 

 
In accordance with Standing Order 4.8.16(h), the Chairman requested that a Recorded Vote 
be taken on the Council Tax Base 2018/19. 

 
(Voting: 
 
For: Councillors Ian Albert, Julian Cunningham, Tony Hunter, Mrs L.A. Needham and R.A.C. 
Thake - 5 

Against: 0 

Abstentions: 0) 
 

It was therefore 
 

RESOLVED:   
 

(1) That a non-collection rate of 1% for 2018/2019 be approved; and 
 

(2) That the amount calculated by this Council as its Council Tax Base for 2018/2019 shall 
be £49,118.50, and that the individual sums shown for each Parish, as set out in 
Appendix A to the report, be agreed. 
 

REASON FOR DECISION: To fulfil the statutory requirement to set a Council Tax Base for 
the District and to enable Major and Local Precepting Authorities to set their levels of Council 
Tax for 2018/2019. 
 

7 NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC RATE RETURN 1 - 2018/2019  
 
The Committee considered the report of the Head of Revenues, Benefits and Information 
Technology in respect of the National Non-Domestic Rate Return 1 (NNDR1).  The Draft 
NNDR1 Return was attached as Appendix 1 to the report. 
 
The Systems and Technical Manager advised that the Council had until 31 January 2018 to 
submit its NNDR1 return.  Before Members was the draft Return, based on the same format 
as last year.  It contained the same set of data types, and Members’ attention was drawn to 
Line 12 of Page 20 of the document, which provided the estimated NNDR income for 2018/19 
of £38,234,954.  Page 21 of the document separated NHDC’s share of the amount due from 
the amounts due to Central Government and Hertfordshire County Council. 
 
The Systems and Technical Manager commented that, for 2018/19, the gross rates payable 
had been calculated against the rateable values as at 31 December by CPI (Consumer Price 
Index) rather than the RPI (Retail Price Index) to calculate the Non-Domestic Rate multiplier.  
This reduced the figures by about 10 pence in the pound.  He referred to Section 31 Grants on 
Page 22 of the report (Line 36). 
 
The Systems and Technical Manager explained that it was not easy to predict the actions of 
the VOA (Valuation Office Agency) that would affect the rates payable in 2018/19.  The VOA 
still had 365 North Hertfordshire appeals outstanding from the 2010 List.  The 2017 List 
introduced a new rating appeals process, Check, Challenge and Appeal.  At present there had 
not been a single challenge from the VOA against the 2017 List, which made it very difficult to 
anticipate changes to the gross rates payable figure.  Challenges on the 2010 List would 
cascade into the 2017 List, which added to the difficulty of forecasting. 

Page 2



Thursday, 11th January, 2018  

 
The Systems and Technical Manager confirmed that the top rateable values in North 
Hertfordshire were Tesco’s, Sainsbury’s, Johnson Matthey, Morrison’s, Waitrose and Altro.  
Tesco’s was the largest at £2.6Million, with Altro the smallest at £715,000.  Apart from 
Johnson Matthey and Altro, all those rateable values were at appeal stage. 
 
The Systems and Technical Manager stated that Pages 29 to 33 of the Return were the 
supplementary pages that had yet to be completed.  This disaggregated information would be 
included by the 31 January 2018 deadline for submission of the form. 
 
In response to a Member’s question, the Systems and Technical Manager commented that 
the Council was still awaiting a response from Hertfordshire County Council as to whether or 
not Hertfordshire would be entering into a combined Business Rates pooling arrangement for 
2018/19. 
 
In reply to a further question, the Systems and Technical Manager confirmed that NHDC was 
allowed to retain between 5 pence and 6 pence of each pound of Business Rates collected. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
(1) That the draft NNDR1 Return for 2018/19, as set out at Appendix 1 to the report, be 

approved; and 
 

(2) That any amendments to the NNDR 1 Return resulting from changes to the form and 
any additional guidance, be delegated to the Head of Revenues, Benefits and 
Information Technology, in consultation with the Executive Member for Finance and 
Information Technology.  

 
REASON FOR DECISION:  To comply with statutory requirements. 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 7.10 pm 

 
Chairman  
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COUNCIL TAX SETTING COMMITTEE (28.2.18)  1 
 

COUNCIL TAX SETTING COMMITTEE 
28 FEBRUARY 2018  

 

*PART 1 – PUBLIC DOCUMENT 
 

AGENDA ITEM No. 

6 
 
TITLE OF REPORT:  COUNCIL TAX RESOLUTION 2018/19 
 

REPORT OF THE HEAD OF FINANCE, PERFORMANCE AND ASSET MANAGEMENT 
EXECUTIVE MEMBER: COUNCILLOR JULIAN CUNNINGHAM 
COUNCIL PRIORITY: RESPONSIVE AND EFFICIENT 
 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

1.1. To obtain approval for the Council Tax requirement and the overall Council Tax rates 
for the district of North Hertfordshire for 2018/19. 
 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

2.1. That the following, as submitted in the 2018/19 Estimate Book, be noted:- 
 

a)  The revenue estimates for 2018/2019.  
b)  The capital programme for 2018/2019. 
c)  The workforce salary estimates for 2018/2019. 

 

2.2. That it be noted that at its meeting on 11 January 2018 the Council Tax Setting 
Committee confirmed the amount 49,118.50 as its Council Tax base for the year 
2018/2019 in accordance with regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of 
Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992 (the Regulations). 
 

a) 49,118.50 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with 
Regulation 3 of the Regulations, as its Council Tax base for the year. 
 

b)  

Parish/Town 
Council 
Tax 
Base 

Parish/Town 
Council 
Tax 
Base 

    
Ashwell 857.10 Langley 82.50 

Barkway 377.80 Lilley 169.60 

Barley 324.20 Nuthampstead 70.40 

Bygrave 125.40 Offley 610.80 

Caldecote and Newnham 49.50 Pirton 550.70 

Clothall 81.40 Preston 215.70 

Codicote 1629.10 Radwell 55.50 

Graveley 172.20 Reed 157.50 

Great Ashby 2051.00 Royston 6402.00 

Hexton 61.30 Rushden and Wallington 201.60 

Hinxworth 160.20 St Ippolyts 897.30 

Holwell 148.40 St Pauls Walden 546.00 

Ickleford 742.00 Sandon 235.80 

Kelshall 78.50 Therfield 253.20 

Kimpton 1057.90 Weston 441.00 

Kings Walden 417.00 Wymondley 418.50 

Knebworth 1971.30 
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COUNCIL TAX SETTING COMMITTEE (28.2.18)  2 
 

 
being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 6 
of the Regulations, as the amounts of its Council Tax base for the year for 
dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate. 
 

c) That it be noted that at its meeting on the 8 February 2018 the Council 
calculated the Council Tax requirement for the Council’s own purposes for 
2018/19 (excluding Parish precepts) as £10,975,529 and hence the total 
Council Tax requirement (including Parish precepts) as £12,071,060. 
 

2.3. That the following amounts be now calculated by the Council for 2018/2019 in 
accordance with Sections 31A, 31B and 34 to 36 of the Local Government and Finance 
Act 1992 (the Act):- 
 

a) £75,299,259 being the aggregate of the amounts which the 
Council estimates for the items set out in 
Section 31A(2)(a) to (f) of the Act. 
 

b) £63,228,228 being the aggregate of the amounts which the 
Council estimates for the items set out in 
Section 31A(3) (a) to (d) of the Act. 
 

c) £12,071,031 being the amount by which the aggregate at (a) 
above exceeds the aggregate at (b) above, 
calculated by the Council, in accordance  with 
Section 31A(4) of the Act, as its Council Tax 
requirement for the year. 
 

d) £245.75 being the amount at (c) above divided by the 
amount at 2.2(a) above calculated by the 
Council in accordance with Section 31B(1) as 
the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year. 
 

e) £1,095,531 being the aggregate amount of all special items 
referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act. 
 

f) £223.45 
 

being the amount at (d) above less the result 
given by dividing the amount at (e) above by the 
amount at 2.2(a) above, calculated by the 
Council, in accordance with Section 34(2) of the 
Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for 
the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to 
which no special item relates. 
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COUNCIL TAX SETTING COMMITTEE (28.2.18)  3 
 

 
 
 

  

g)  

Parish/Town Basic 
Parish 

Precept Total 

 
£ £ £ 

Ashwell 223.45 74.20 297.65 

Barkway 223.45 95.78 319.23 

Barley 223.45 66.10 289.55 

Bygrave 223.45 51.83 275.28 

Caldecote and Newnham 223.45 27.99 251.44 

Clothall 223.45 22.87 246.32 

Codicote 223.45 64.02 287.47 

Graveley 223.45 34.84 258.29 

Great Ashby 223.45 19.87 243.32 

Hexton 223.45 0.00 223.45 

Hinxworth 223.45 64.05 287.50 

Holwell 223.45 53.28 276.73 

Ickleford 223.45 62.46 285.91 

Kelshall 223.45 36.68 260.13 

Kimpton 223.45 68.06 291.51 

Kings Walden 223.45 67.98 291.43 

Knebworth 223.45 73.44 296.89 

Langley 223.45 0.00 223.45 

Lilley 223.45 61.89 285.34 

Nuthampstead 223.45 0.00 223.45 

Offley 223.45 51.16 274.61 

Pirton 223.45 64.15 287.60 

Preston 223.45 28.75 252.20 

Radwell 223.45 16.41 239.86 

Reed 223.45 25.49 248.94 

Royston 223.45 42.53 265.98 

Rushden and Wallington 223.45 20.68 244.13 

St Ippolyts 223.45 26.23 249.68 

St Pauls Walden 223.45 90.31 313.76 

Sandon 223.45 32.58 256.03 

Therfield 223.45 21.47 244.92 

Weston 223.45 43.55 267.00 

Wymondley 223.45 74.58 298.03 

 
 

being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 2.3(f) above the amounts of the 
special item or items relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council's area 
mentioned above divided in each case by the amount at 2.2(b) above, calculated by 
the Council, in accordance with Section 34(3) of the Act, as the basic amounts of its 
Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more 
special items relate. 
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COUNCIL TAX SETTING COMMITTEE (28.2.18)  4 
 

 
h)  

 
Valuation Bands 

Parish/Town A B C D E F G H 

 £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Ashwell 198.43 231.51 264.58 297.65 363.79 429.94 496.08 595.30 

Baldock 148.97 173.79 198.62 223.45 273.11 322.76 372.42 446.90 

Barkway 212.82 248.29 283.76 319.23 390.17 461.11 532.05 638.46 

Barley 193.03 225.21 257.38 289.55 353.89 418.24 482.58 579.10 

Bygrave 183.52 214.11 244.69 275.28 336.45 397.63 458.80 550.56 

Caldecote and Newnham 167.63 195.56 223.50 251.44 307.32 363.19 419.07 502.88 

Clothall 164.21 191.58 218.95 246.32 301.06 355.80 410.53 492.64 

Codicote 191.65 223.59 255.53 287.47 351.35 415.23 479.12 574.94 

Graveley 172.19 200.89 229.59 258.29 315.69 373.09 430.48 516.58 

Great Ashby 162.21 189.25 216.28 243.32 297.39 351.46 405.53 486.64 

Hexton 148.97 173.79 198.62 223.45 273.11 322.76 372.42 446.90 

Hinxworth 191.67 223.61 255.56 287.50 351.39 415.28 479.17 575.00 

Hitchin 148.97 173.79 198.62 223.45 273.11 322.76 372.42 446.90 

Holwell 184.49 215.23 245.98 276.73 338.23 399.72 461.22 553.46 

Ickleford 190.61 222.37 254.14 285.91 349.45 412.98 476.52 571.82 

Kelshall 173.42 202.32 231.23 260.13 317.94 375.74 433.55 520.26 

Kimpton 194.34 226.73 259.12 291.51 356.29 421.07 485.85 583.02 

Kings Walden 194.29 226.67 259.05 291.43 356.19 420.95 485.72 582.86 

Knebworth 197.93 230.91 263.90 296.89 362.87 428.84 494.82 593.78 

Langley 148.97 173.79 198.62 223.45 273.11 322.76 372.42 446.90 

Letchworth 148.97 173.79 198.62 223.45 273.11 322.76 372.42 446.90 

Lilley 190.23 221.93 253.64 285.34 348.75 412.16 475.57 570.68 

Nuthampstead 148.97 173.79 198.62 223.45 273.11 322.76 372.42 446.90 

Offley 183.07 213.59 244.10 274.61 335.63 396.66 457.68 549.22 

Pirton 191.73 223.69 255.64 287.60 351.51 415.42 479.33 575.20 

Preston 168.13 196.16 224.18 252.20 308.24 364.29 420.33 504.40 

Radwell 159.91 186.56 213.21 239.86 293.16 346.46 399.77 479.72 

Reed 165.96 193.62 221.28 248.94 304.26 359.58 414.90 497.88 

Royston 177.32 206.87 236.43 265.98 325.09 384.19 443.30 531.96 

Rushden and Wallington 162.75 189.88 217.00 244.13 298.38 352.63 406.88 488.26 

St Ippolyts 166.45 194.20 221.94 249.68 305.16 360.65 416.13 499.36 

St Pauls Walden 209.17 244.04 278.90 313.76 383.48 453.21 522.93 627.52 

Sandon 170.69 199.13 227.58 256.03 312.93 369.82 426.72 512.06 

Therfield 163.28 190.49 217.71 244.92 299.35 353.77 408.20 489.84 

Weston 178.00 207.67 237.33 267.00 326.33 385.67 445.00 534.00 

Wymondley 198.69 231.80 264.92 298.03 364.26 430.49 496.72 596.06 

 
being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 2.3(f) and 2.3(g) above by the 
number which, in the proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to 
dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that 
proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the 
Council, in accordance with Section 36(l) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into 
account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation 
bands. 
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COUNCIL TAX SETTING COMMITTEE (28.2.18)  5 
 

2.4. That it be noted that for 2018/2019 Hertfordshire County Council and the Hertfordshire 
Police & Crime Commissioner has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to 
the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Act, for each of the categories of 
dwellings shown below:- 
 

  Valuation Bands 
Precepting Authority A B C D E F G H 

 £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Hertfordshire County 
Council 

        

COUNTY PRECEPT 816.46 952.51 1,088.60 1,224.67 1,496.83 1,768.96 2,041.13 2,449.34 

SOCIAL CARE PRECEPT 63.85 74.51 85.14 95.79 117.07 138.37 159.64 191.58 

Total Hertfordshire 
County Council 880.31 1,027.02 1,173.74 1,320.46 1,613.90 1,907.33 2,200.77 2,640.92 
         

Hertfordshire Police & 
Crime Commissioner 109.33 127.56 145.78 164.00 200.44 236.89 273.33 328.00 

 
2.5. That, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at 2.3(h) and 2.4 

above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30(2) of the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992, hereby sets out the following provisional amounts as the amounts of Council 
Tax for 2018/2019 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-  
 

List of parishes and tax at different bands (County, Care, Police, District and Parish)  
 Valuation Bands 

Parish/Town A B C D E F G H 

 £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Ashwell 1,188.07 1,386.09 1,584.10 1,782.11 2,178.13 2,574.16 2,970.18 3,564.22 

Baldock 1,138.61 1,328.37 1,518.14 1,707.91 2,087.45 2,466.98 2,846.52 3,415.82 

Barkway 1,202.46 1,402.87 1,603.28 1,803.69 2,204.51 2,605.33 3,006.15 3,607.38 

Barley 1,182.67 1,379.79 1,576.90 1,774.01 2,168.23 2,562.46 2,956.68 3,548.02 

Bygrave 1,173.16 1,368.69 1,564.21 1,759.74 2,150.79 2,541.85 2,932.90 3,519.48 

Caldecote and Newnham 1,157.27 1,350.14 1,543.02 1,735.90 2,121.66 2,507.41 2,893.17 3,471.80 

Clothall 1,153.85 1,346.16 1,538.47 1,730.78 2,115.40 2,500.02 2,884.63 3,461.56 

Codicote 1,181.29 1,378.17 1,575.05 1,771.93 2,165.69 2,559.45 2,953.22 3,543.86 

Graveley 1,161.83 1,355.47 1,549.11 1,742.75 2,130.03 2,517.31 2,904.58 3,485.50 

Great Ashby 1,151.85 1,343.83 1,535.80 1,727.78 2,111.73 2,495.68 2,879.63 3,455.56 

Hexton 1,138.61 1,328.37 1,518.14 1,707.91 2,087.45 2,466.98 2,846.52 3,415.82 

Hinxworth 1,181.31 1,378.19 1,575.08 1,771.96 2,165.73 2,559.50 2,953.27 3,543.92 

Hitchin 1,138.61 1,328.37 1,518.14 1,707.91 2,087.45 2,466.98 2,846.52 3,415.82 

Holwell 1,174.13 1,369.81 1,565.50 1,761.19 2,152.57 2,543.94 2,935.32 3,522.38 

Ickleford 1,180.25 1,376.95 1,573.66 1,770.37 2,163.79 2,557.20 2,950.62 3,540.74 

Kelshall 1,163.06 1,356.90 1,550.75 1,744.59 2,132.28 2,519.96 2,907.65 3,489.18 

Kimpton 1,183.98 1,381.31 1,578.64 1,775.97 2,170.63 2,565.29 2,959.95 3,551.94 

Kings Walden 1,183.93 1,381.25 1,578.57 1,775.89 2,170.53 2,565.17 2,959.82 3,551.78 

Knebworth 1,187.57 1,385.49 1,583.42 1,781.35 2,177.21 2,573.06 2,968.92 3,562.70 

Langley 1,138.61 1,328.37 1,518.14 1,707.91 2,087.45 2,466.98 2,846.52 3,415.82 

Letchworth 1,138.61 1,328.37 1,518.14 1,707.91 2,087.45 2,466.98 2,846.52 3,415.82 

Lilley 1,179.87 1,376.51 1,573.16 1,769.80 2,163.09 2,556.38 2,949.67 3,539.60 

Nuthampstead 1,138.61 1,328.37 1,518.14 1,707.91 2,087.45 2,466.98 2,846.52 3,415.82 

Offley 1,172.71 1,368.17 1,563.62 1,759.07 2,149.97 2,540.88 2,931.78 3,518.14 

Pirton 1,181.37 1,378.27 1,575.16 1,772.06 2,165.85 2,559.64 2,953.43 3,544.12 

Preston 1,157.77 1,350.74 1,543.70 1,736.66 2,122.58 2,508.51 2,894.43 3,473.32 

Radwell 1,149.55 1,341.14 1,532.73 1,724.32 2,107.50 2,490.68 2,873.87 3,448.64 

Reed 1,155.60 1,348.20 1,540.80 1,733.40 2,118.60 2,503.80 2,889.00 3,466.80 

Royston 1,166.96 1,361.45 1,555.95 1,750.44 2,139.43 2,528.41 2,917.40 3,500.88 

Rushden and Wallington 1,152.39 1,344.46 1,536.52 1,728.59 2,112.72 2,496.85 2,880.98 3,457.18 

St Ippolyts 1,156.09 1,348.78 1,541.46 1,734.14 2,119.50 2,504.87 2,890.23 3,468.28 

St Pauls Walden 1,198.81 1,398.62 1,598.42 1,798.22 2,197.82 2,597.43 2,997.03 3,596.44 

Sandon 1,160.33 1,353.71 1,547.10 1,740.49 2,127.27 2,514.04 2,900.82 3,480.98 

Therfield 1,152.92 1,345.07 1,537.23 1,729.38 2,113.69 2,497.99 2,882.30 3,458.76 

Weston 1,167.64 1,362.25 1,556.85 1,751.46 2,140.67 2,529.89 2,919.10 3,502.92 

Wymondley 1,188.33 1,386.38 1,584.44 1,782.49 2,178.60 2,574.71 2,970.82 3,564.98 
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3. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
3.1. The functions of the Council Tax Setting Committee are to set the Council Tax and to 

set the overall level of Council Tax for the following financial year, taking into account 
the precepts of all major and local precepting authorities. 
 

3.2. The level of Council Tax Requirement has been considered necessary to meet the 
budgeting needs of the Council for 2018/19. 

 
4. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 
4.1 Options for the appropriate level of Council Tax were considered at the meeting of 

Council on 8 February 2018. 
  

5. CONSULTATION WITH RELEVANT MEMBERS AND EXTERNAL 
ORGANISATIONS 

 
5.1. Consultation on the 2018/19 budget proposals has taken place with all Members 

throughout the Corporate Business Planning process. 
 

6. FORWARD PLAN 
 

6.1. This report contains a recommendation on a decision that was first notified to the public 
in the Forward Plan on the 24th November 2017. 

   
7. BACKGROUND 
 
7.1. At its meeting on 11 January 2018 the Council Tax Setting Committee calculated the 

amount 49,118.50 as its Council Tax base for the year 2018/2019 in accordance with 
regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 
1992 (the Regulations). 
 

7.2. At its meeting on the 8 February 2018 the Council approved a net budget of 
£14.75million and a Council Tax increase of 2.99% for 2018/19.  It noted that, in 
addition to the Council passing on a grant of £38,885 to the Town and Parish Councils 
to help mitigate the impact of the Council Tax Reduction Scheme, a total precept 
demand of £1,095,531 would be levied on the relevant Council Tax base of the District.  
As a result the calculated Council Tax requirement for the Council’s own purposes for 
2018/19 (excluding Parish precepts) is £10,975,529, and hence the total District 
Council Tax requirement (including Parish precepts) is £12,071,060. 

 
8. RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS 
 
8.1. The Local Government Finance Act 1992 sets out the calculations required for the 

Council Tax Requirement and the overall Council Tax levels.  These calculations have 
been applied to the precept requirements of the District Council, County Council, Police 
and Crime Commissioner and Town and Parish Councils and the outcome is provided 
for Members’ approval in section 2 of this report. 
 

8.2. The Council has approved an increase in Council Tax of 2.99% (equivalent to £6.49 for 
a Band D property) on the level of Council Tax charged for 2017/18.  The referendum 
threshold for 2018/19 is an increase of up to 3.0% or an increase of £5.00 in the 
charge on a Band D property (whichever is the greater amount), so a local referendum 
on the Council Tax level is not required. 
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8.3. The Town and Parish Councils have requested a total precept for 2018/19 of 

£1,095,531.  This is an increase of £27,680, or 2.6%, on the precept demand levied on 
taxpayers for 2017/18. In addition, this Council has agreed to provide a grant of 
£38,885 to the Town and Parish Councils to help mitigate the impact of the Council Tax 
Reduction Scheme.  This means that the overall amount of precept-related funding 
provided to Town and Parish Councils for 2018/19 is £1,134,416, an increase of 2.5% 
on the equivalent total for 2017/18. Parish and Town Councils are not currently subject 
to any referendum requirements. 
 

8.4. Hertfordshire County Council has provided formal notification of a total requested levy 
on the District of North Hertfordshire for 2018/19 of £64,859,015, which results in a 
total Band D Council Tax of £1,320.46. This represents a 5.99% increase on the 
2017/18 rate. The increase is below the referendum threshold of 6% (where 3% is for 
Adult Social Care) for 2018/19 so a local referendum is not required. 
 

8.5. The Police and Crime Commissioner has provided formal notification of the requested 
levy on the District of North Hertfordshire for 2018/19 of £8,055,434, which results in a 
Band D Council Tax of £164.00.  This is an increase of £12.00 on the Band D Council 
Tax rate for 2017/18. This does not exceed the referendum threshold of £12.00, so a 
local referendum on the Council Tax level is not required. 
 

8.6. The numbers requiring your approval in the recommendations correspond to what is 
required by the regulations. Appendix A provides more details of what these numbers 
mean. 
 

9. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1. The provision for the Authority to levy and collect a Council Tax is provided in section 

30 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (Aggregating Billing Authority and 
Preceptors Council Tax Charges). 

 
9.2. The principles for Referendums relating to Council Tax increases for 2018/19 were 

published by the Government on the 5th February 2018. 
 

9.3. For Shire District councils like NHDC, for 2018/19 the relevant basic amount of council 
tax is deemed to be excessive if it exceeds the higher of 3% or £5.00 greater than its 
relevant basic amount of Council Tax for 2017/18. 
 

9.4. For designated authorities with responsibility for Adult Social Care provision, which 
includes Hertfordshire County Council, for 2018/19 the relevant basic amount of 
Council Tax is deemed to be excessive if it exceeds the authority’s relevant basic 
amount of Council Tax for 2017/18 by 6% or more (comprising 3% for expenditure on 
Adult Social Care and up to 3% for other expenditure). 
 

9.5. For Police and Crime Commissioner Authorities, for 2018/19 the relevant basic amount 
of Council Tax is deemed to be excessive if the authority’s relevant basic amount of 
Council Tax for 2018/19 is more than £12.00 greater than its relevant basic amount of 
Council Tax for 2017/18. 
 

9.6. Paragraph 10.2.1 of the Council’s Constitution gives the Council Tax Setting 
Committee the responsibility for (a) setting the Council Tax Base in accordance with 
the regulations; and (b) setting the Council Tax in accordance with the relevant 
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legislation. In accordance with paragraph 4.8.16(h) of the Constitution and the relevant 
legislation, the decisions must be by way of recorded vote. 

 
10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

10.1. Council Tax is a key funding stream for the Council, which enables the provision of 
services to residents. The approval of the Council Tax resolution will authorise the 
Council Tax billing of the residents of North Hertfordshire for financial year 2018/19.  
The precept to be collected for the Council’s purposes is £10,975,529.  

 

11. RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

11.1. The risk of non-collection of Council Tax is monitored in the Collection Fund.  The tax 
base calculations have assumed a non-collection rate of 1%. 

 

12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 

12.1. In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of their 
functions, give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment, 
victimisation, to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between 
those who share a protected characteristic and those who do not. 

 

12.2 The review and setting of Council Tax is a statutory responsibility of this Council. A 
balance must be considered and demonstrated by the Council when setting the level of 
Council Tax and any rise or fall in tax. This said balance is between the ability of the 
individual residents’ to pay the required Council Tax and the Council’s need to have 
sufficient base budget to deliver key services across the District. The recommendation 
to provide a grant of £38,885 to the District’s Town and Parish Councils will mitigate 
the impact of the Council Tax Reduction Scheme. This action reflects some of the 
considerations made in reaching this balance. 

 

13. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS 
 

13.1. The Social Value Act and “go local” policy do not apply to this report. 
 

14. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

14.1. There are no direct human resource implications. 
 

15. APPENDICES 
 

15.1. Appendix A: Guide to the Council Tax Resolution. 
 

15.2. Appendix B: Budget Estimate Book 2018/19 (attached separately). 
 

16. CONTACT OFFICERS 
 

16.1. Antonio Ciampa, Accountancy Manager 
Antonio.Ciampa@north-herts.gov.uk; ext 4566 
 

16.2. Ian Couper, Head of Finance, Performance and Asset Management 
Ian.Couper@north-herts.gov.uk; ext 4243 
 

16.3. Howard Crompton, Head of Revenues, Benefits and IT 
Howard.Crompton@north-herts.gov.uk; ext 4247 
 

16.4. Jeanette Thompson, Acting Corporate Legal Manager and Monitoring Officer 
Jeanette.Thompson@north-herts.gov.uk; ext 4370 
 

16.5. Reuben Ayavoo, Senior Policy Officer, 
Reuben.Ayavoo@north-herts.gov.uk; ext 4212 
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16.6. Kerry Shorrocks, Corporate Human Resources Manager 
Kerry.Shorrocks@north-herts.gov.uk; ext 4224 

 

17. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

17.1. 2018/19 Budget Report considered by Council on the 8 February 2018. 
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GUIDE TO THE 2018/2019 COUNCIL TAX RESOLUTION 

 

Recommendation  2.1 
 

 This concerns the approval of the contents of the 2018/2019 Budget Estimates Book 
figures. These figures determine the Council Tax requirement for the Council’s own 
purposes for 2018/19. 

 
Recommendation 2.2 
 

 These are the Council Tax Base figures for 2018/2019 approved by the Council Tax 
Setting Committee on 11 January 2018 with details for those Parishes which levy a 
precept.  

 

Recommendation 2.3 
 

(a) Is Gross Expenditure on District Council services + Parish Precepts + the 
proposed increase in balances during 2018/2019. 

 

(b) Is Gross Income on District Council services, including fees and charges, 
Housing Benefit Grant, Revenue Support Grant and share of Business Rates. 

 

(c) Is (a) - (b)  [District Council precept including Parish precepts]  
 

(d) Is (c) divided by the tax base i.e. the net District + Parish Charge. This assumes 
that the total Parish Charge is charged across the entire Council Tax base, so is 
a notional figure only (i.e. the actual precept for a household is not calculated 
on this basis). 

 

(e) Is the total of Parish Precepts 
 

(f) Is (d) - [(e) divided by the tax base] i.e. the net District Council charge. This is 
the amount that a Band D property would pay for the Council’s own purposes in 
2018/19. 

 

(g) Is the net District Council charge with the relevant Parish charges added for 
each area in which there is a Parish precept. This is the amount that a Band D 
property would pay in each parished area, incorporating the District and Parish 
charge. 

 

(h) Is the inclusive District and Parish (where applicable) charge for each property 
band in each area of the District. There are set weightings to apply to the Band 
D amount to get to the amounts for the other bands. 

 

Recommendation 2.4 
 
 Is the addition for the County and Police precepts for each property band. For the 

County Council this includes the Social Care precept. 
 

Recommendation 2.5 
 
 Is the inclusive District, Parish, County and Police charge for each property band for 

each area of the District. 
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